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School District  
Levels of Determination  

Questions/Answers 
 
The following are frequently asked questions 
and their answers regarding school district 
special education levels of determination. 
 

1-Q. Are States required to make 
“Determinations”? 

Pursuant to 616(a)(1)(C)(i) and 
300.600(a), States are required to make 
determinations annually under 616(d) 
on the performance of school districts. 

 

2-Q. Must States use the same 
four categories that the U.S. 
Department of Education 
will use? 

Yes; States must use Meets 
Requirements, Needs Assistance, 
Needs Intervention, and Needs 
Substantial Intervention for school 
districts. 
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3-Q. What will the State 
Department of Education 
consider in making the 
determinations? 

The Department could consider all 
school district information available at 
the time of the determinations, 
including the following: 

• Noncompliance with the 
preschool requirements of in-by-
3—Indicator 12 

• Correction of noncompliance 
identified by SEA monitoring 
and dispute resolution one year 
after notice to school district—
Indicator 15 

• Data submitted on time and 
valid/reliable—Indicator 20. 

• Audit findings 
 
Additional measures will be used in 
future years. 

4-Q. Is there a deadline for 
States to make the 
determinations for their 
school districts? 

There is nothing in the statute or 
regulations that addresses a timeline 
for when States must make 
determinations regarding the 
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performance of the school districts in 
their States. However, States need to 
make the determinations as soon as 
possible after making their annual 
report to the public on the performance 
of each school district. It is important 
to ensure that school districts have 
time to improve performance prior to 
the next reporting to the State by each 
school district and the State’s next 
determination point. In addition, there 
may be implications for the State’s 
award of funds to school districts so 
the State would ideally make its 
determination before grants are issued 
or contracts are signed or renewed. 

 

5-Q. Must States report the 
determinations of each 
school district to the 
Department and/or the 
public? 

IDEA does not require States to report 
to the Department or to the public the 
determinations the State makes 
regarding the performance of each 
school district. States, of course, must 
inform each school district of the 
States’ determination regarding that 
school district. 
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6-Q. Will there be information 
and resources if our school 
district is in Levels 2–4? 

Yes; the State Department of Education 
will provide sources of technical 
assistance to assist in correcting the 
problem(s) and noncompliance areas. 

 

7-Q. Will there be fiscal 
requirements available for 
school districts in Levels 3–
4? 

The school district will be responsible 
for funding activities to correct their 
noncompliance issues. 

 

8-Q. Can school districts with 
similar issues work together 
and share technical 
assistance resources? 

Yes; that approach is encouraged. 
 

9-Q. How long will school 
districts have to correct 
noncompliance areas? 

No more than one year from being 
notified of a noncompliance area. 
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10-Q. Will a school district’s level 
of determination change if 
they correct a problem? 

No; the school district level of 
determination will occur annually. 

 

11-Q. Can a school district appeal 
their level of determination? 

The Department’s decision will be 
final. 

 

12-Q. Will the measures to 
determine the levels change 
from one year to the next? 

Yes; additional indicators from the SPP 
will gradually be added. 

 

13-Q. What is the “foundation” for 
the measures? 

Accurate and timely data. Unless the 
school district is submitting their data 
on time and it is valid and reliable, all 
else is suspect. 
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14-Q. Will how the State monitors 
school districts be impacted 
by a district’s level? 

Yes; future on-site monitoring visits 
will be determined by Data and 
Performance. The State will put their 
resources where they are needed most. 

 

15-Q. Where can I get more 
information? 

For more information, contact the State 
Department of Education, Special 
Education Unit. 
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